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News Release                         
       January 18, 2007
FINNING BANS CELLPHONES WHILE DRIVING
Joins Coalition for Cellphone-Free Driving
Edmonton, Alberta -- Finning (Canada) has announced that effective January 1, 2007 it prohibits employees from using any wireless communication devices - either hand-held or hands-free - while operating a motor vehicle on company business.  This signals a significant shift in the work practices of about 4000 Finning (Canada) and Cat Rental Store employees at 80 locations across Alberta, BC, Yukon and NWT.
Communications devices covered by this policy include:  hand-held and hands-free phones, BlackBerries, car phones, mobile phones, text messaging devices, pagers, two-way radios, Bluetooth enabled equipment, or other wireless devices.

“Finning is committed to creating and maintaining a safe working environment for our employees, contractors and customers,” said Ian Reid, president of Finning (Canada). “Out of concern for their own safety and that of their families and the public-at-large, we are encouraging our employees to adopt this practice in their personal lives.

“As an industry leader in safety, we believe that this policy, which reduces driver distraction and promotes safe driving behaviour, is the right thing to do. That’s why we support the Coalition for Cellphone-Free Driving and are joining in its efforts to increase public awareness on this important issue,” said Reid.
According to Tom Petras, Finning’s environment, health and safety manager,”This move requires a shift in behaviour for our employees and our customers but, in our view, safety takes priority over productivity.  Our message is ‘Stop Safely and Talk’.”  Finning employees have been instructed to change their cellphone voice messages and allow incoming calls to go to voice mail while they are driving. Employees are to pull off the road and stop in a safe location to collect or return cellphone calls.
“We are pleased that Finning (Canada) has joined the Coalition for Cellphone-Free Driving. Finning’s support will help to advance our effort to roll this program out on a national level,” said Dr. Louis Hugo Francescutti, Founder of the Coalition for Cellphone-Free Driving. “Through industry leadership we are delivering the message that driver distraction due to talking on a cellphone significantly increases the risk of a motor vehicle crash…by four to six times.  It doesn’t matter if it’s hand-held or hands-free, it’s the conversation that’s the distracter.” 
The Coalition for Cellphone-Free Driving was created in 2005 by graduate students from the University of Alberta’s School of Public Health and led by Dr. Francescutti, a professor in the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry and emergency medicine physician at the Royal Alexandra Hospital.  
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Finning (Canada) is the Caterpillar dealership serving Alberta, British Columbia, the Northwest Territories the Yukon and a portion of Nunavut.  It is a division of Finning International Inc., the world’s largest Caterpillar equipment dealer. The Cat Rental Stores in western Canada are wholly owned by Finning (Canada). Finning International Inc. sells, rents, finances and provides customer support services for Caterpillar equipment and engines, and complementary equipment, in Western Canada, the U.K. and South America (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile and Uruguay). Headquartered in Vancouver, B.C., Finning International Inc. (www.finning.com) is a widely-held, publicly traded corporation, listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange (symbol FTT). Complete financial statements and Management’s Discussion and Analysis can be accessed at www.finning.com.
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For more information or to coordinate interviews:

Joanne Miller

Corporate Communications Finning (Canada)

Ph:  780-930-4582 Cell:  780-994-7411
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Coalition for Cellphone-Free Driving, University of Alberta
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